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“A SURVEY OF CHRISTIANITY”

INTRODUCTION

This first session of Bible studies is designed to present the 

essentials of Christianity from an introductory perspective. The goal is 

to present the truths in a fair and objective manner, yet New Life 

embraces the Biblical viewpoint and makes no apology for it. The 

topics addressed are not a comprehensive summary of the Christian 

faith, but an emphasis on the highlights of the Christian experience.

The design of the session includes eights topics, with one week 

dedicated to each topic. One passage will be examined for each of 

the first five days of the week focusing on narrative passages. The 

sixth day of the week will present key passages pertaining to the topic 

with a summary principle for each passage. The final day of the week 

contains journal questions designed to instill the principles taught 

within the week and clarify personal conclusions. Questions 

throughout the lessons do not always have a right or wrong answer, 

but are designed to provoke key thoughts. The daily studies are brief 

yet open-ended for additional study opportunity.



“A SURVEY OF CHRISTIANITY”

Following are some generally accepted facts regarding the Bible:

 The Bible is composed of 66 separate books (i.e. Genesis).

 The first 39 books form the section called the Old Testament. 

 The last 27 books form the section called the New Testament.

 The books are further divided into chapters (i.e. Genesis 1:1).

 The chapters are further divided into verses (i.e. Genesis 1:1).

 The Old Testament books are generally grouped four ways.

1. Law – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

2. History – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 

and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

3. Poetry – Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

4. Prophecy – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

 The New Testament books are generally grouped four ways.

1. Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

2. Acts of the Apostles – Acts

3. Epistles – Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, 

Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude

4. Apocalyptic – Revelation

 Approximate timeline of key characters and events of the Bible:

Creation Noah/Flood Abraham King David Jesus Christ/Early Church

4,000 BC 2,000 BC                 0 2,000 AD

Genesis Majority of Old Testament Majority of New Testament 


