Relationship – Ministry to our Brethren

Scripture to study:

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Meaning of Relationship = Growth together
Discussion Question: Why is it important to have spiritual relationships?
What are some of the key components to building strong relationships within the church?
( The word koinonia is often translated as fellowship, but in our vernacular the word relationship gives a clearer meaning to the intent of the original language.  
( The idea of relationship is to participate corporately in order to fulfill a common objective.

 ( The meaning is more than a gathering together, it is an actual growth together. 
Relationship will be most closely achieved by our church when we as a corporate body regularly practice the following components of Biblical relationships:
· Biblical relationships encourage personal generosity – Individuals will give of their time, resources and energy for the benefit of others.  Generosity should not be a task to bear but rather a blessing to share.  When we truly love others we will give of ourselves. The Apostle Paul shares the example of the generous relationship he was a recipient of with Epaphroditus.  Paul wrote, “because for the work of Christ, he was nigh unto death to supply your lack of service for me” (Philippians 2:30).   Epaphroditus generously risked his life for Paul.  He deliberately made himself vulnerable and risked his life to meet the needs of Paul.
 We can learn from this example to generously give of ourselves and our resources for the purpose of building strong relationships.
Discussion Question: What are some ways we can show our generosity to others in the church?

· Biblical relationships encourage corporate partnership – Individuals will take a personal interest in the entire body of believers and will therefore rejoice when others rejoice and weep when others weep (Romans 12:15).  One commentary states, “What a world will ours be when this shall become its reigning spirit! Of the two, however, it is more easy to sympathize with another’s sorrows than his joys, because in the one case he needs us; in the other not.” 
  The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says, “To feel genuine joy for another’s success is a mark of true spiritual maturity.” 
  Instead of individuals that happen to attend the same church, we will become a team with the same purpose. 
Discussion Question: Why is it often difficult and unnatural to take a personal interest in each member of the church body?

· Biblical relationships result in unified contribution – Individuals will judge progress by the growth of the body rather than the progress of the individual.  It is very tempting to measure our spiritual success by ourselves rather than by the local body of which we are a part.  Paul wrote about each member of the body having different gifts and responsibilities, but the same goal.  He concluded this discussion by saying, “And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it” (I Corinthians 12:26).  We must measure the success of our relationships by the progress of the entire body of believers.
Discussion Question: What is significant about unity?

Priority of Relationship = Permanent Fellowship
Discussion Question: What are the components to relationships that last?

A growing and worshipping believer will have a desire to spend time with other growing and worshipping believers.  Following discipleship and worship will be a selfless commitment to each brother and sister that is a member of our local body of Christ.  Relationships require an investment of time and resources.  They also demand vulnerability and sacrifice from both parties.  One must be careful not to confuse the order at this point.  Often churches will promote for people to attend activities or join small groups, but this will not be effective unless the individual believer has first learned how to study the Word and also how to worship the Lord.
II Corinthians 8:2-4 “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  ﻿For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;﻿ ﻿Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.”
Product of Relationship = Loving each one as one
Discussion Question: How can we encourage a spirit of unity in our church?
Acts 2:42b “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  
--In addition to applying Scripture and adoring our God, a growing believer will embrace the association or fellowship with others.  
--At the risk of belaboring the point, it must be emphasized that “people need people”.  
--God has sovereignly chosen for people to be relational beings that thrive on the family model.  
--There is no mistake that Scripture alludes to the local body of believers as a family.  We must treat all fellow believers in fellowship with God as family.  
--As a church we will seek to provide a structure to encourage frequent and growing association with fellow believers. 
--We will care for others because of the love that we have for them.  We must be selfless and sacrificial in our love just as Christ has exemplified.  We will personally act out the challenge given to us by the Apostle Paul to “bear one another’s burdens”
Relationship – Ministry to our Brethren

Scripture to study:

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Meaning of Relationship = Growth together
Discussion Question: Why is it important to have spiritual relationships?
What are some of the key components to building strong relationships within the church?
( The word koinonia is often translated as fellowship, but in our vernacular the word relationship gives a clearer meaning to the intent of the original language.  
( The idea of relationship is to participate corporately in order to fulfill a common objective.

 ( The meaning is more than a gathering together, it is an actual growth together. 
Relationship will be most closely achieved by our church when we as a corporate body regularly practice the following components of Biblical relationships:
· Biblical relationships encourage _______________    _________________.

Discussion Question: What are some ways we can show our generosity to others in the church?

· Biblical relationships encourage _______________    _________________.

Discussion Question: Why is it often difficult and unnatural to take a personal interest in each member of the church body?

· Biblical relationships result in _______________    _________________.

Discussion Question: What is significant about unity?

Priority of Relationship = Permanent Fellowship
Discussion Question: What are the components to relationships that last?

A growing and worshipping believer will have a desire to spend time with other growing and worshipping believers.  Following discipleship and worship will be a selfless commitment to each brother and sister that is a member of our local body of Christ.  Relationships require an investment of time and resources.  They also demand vulnerability and sacrifice from both parties.  One must be careful not to confuse the order at this point.  Often churches will promote for people to attend activities or join small groups, but this will not be effective unless the individual believer has first learned how to study the Word and also how to worship the Lord.
II Corinthians 8:2-4 “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  ﻿For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;﻿ ﻿Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.”
Product of Relationship = Loving each one as one
Discussion Question: How can we encourage a spirit of unity in our church?
Acts 2:42b “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  
Prayer Requests: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

�Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. 1995, c1985. Theological dictionary of the New Testament. Translation of: Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament. W.B. Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, Mich. Logos Digital Library.


� Inrig, Gary. Quality Friendship. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1981); 171.


�Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., Fausset, A. R., Brown, D., & Brown, D. 1997. A commentary, critical and explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments. Logos Research Systems, Inc.: Oak Harbor, WA.  Logos Digital Library.


�Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. 1962. The Wycliffe Bible commentary : New Testament. (Chicago: Moody Press) Logos Digital Library.


�Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. 1995, c1985. Theological dictionary of the New Testament. Translation of: Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament. W.B. Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, Mich. Logos Digital Library.





