Stewardship – Ministry of Ourselves

Scriptures to study:

· Acts 2:44-46 
· I Peter 4:7-11

· 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

Meaning of Stewardship = The act of managing another's property or financial affairs; a person who administers anything as the agent of another or others.

Discussion: Why is “steward” a good word to describe a Christian?

How would you describe a good steward?

As a church we will fulfill the concept of stewardship when we use our gifts (whether they be time, talents, or treasure) to minister to other body members.  

Expectation of Stewardship = Willing service
II Corinthians 9:6-7 "The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."
· All that we have is entrusted to us by God and we are called to serve others with the gifts we have been given.  

· As a church we will fulfill the concept of stewardship when we use our gifts through the church to minister to other body members.  Stewardship will include the following essentials:

1. Biblical stewardship expects sacrificial giving. -- God has entrusted of us with a certain amount of money.  He expects a minimum of our tithe (10%) as well as our offerings. 
Discussion: How can we give sacrificially? 
2. Biblical stewardship anticipates physical commitment. –  We look for ways to use what we have been given to assist others with physical needs.  This service may require that we spend our time with people or that we spend our material resources for people.  
Discussion: What are some ways that we can meet the needs of others in the body?

3. Biblical stewardship includes spiritual nourishment. –  Every teaching opportunity should be seen as a spiritual service to nourish the body.    We must carefully and completely minister truth to the lives of others through thoughtful preparation, spiritual inspiration and Biblical motivation. 
Discussion: How is every member a manager of spiritual nourishment?

· Believers that are grounded in their faith will see a need to minister to other believers.  This will be evidenced by an eagerness to generously give of our time, resources and knowledge to advance the cause of Christ through our local body.
·  

Product of Stewardship = Laboring for One as one

-- We will not polarize into separate groups of people with separate objectives.  Rather we will all work for the common objective to glorify God.  

Summary: Stewardship is a way of life that exalts God through lives that emulate Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

1. As believers we will grow through worship as we become actively involved in adoration of the Father. 

2. We will grow through discipleship as our minds are strengthened by truth.  

3. We will grow in our relationship as we reach out into the lives of our fellow believers.  

4. We will grow through stewardship as we share our time talents and treasure generously.   

Stewardship – Ministry of Ourselves

Scriptures to study:

· Acts 2:44-46 
· I Peter 4:7-11

· 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

Meaning of Stewardship = The act of managing another's property or financial affairs; a person who administers anything as the agent of another or others.

Discussion Questions: 
· Why is “steward” a good word to describe a Christian?

· How would you describe a good steward?

Expectation of Stewardship = ____________   ____________
II Corinthians 9:6-7 "The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."
· All that we have is entrusted to us by God and we are called to serve others with the gifts we have been given.  

· As a church we will fulfill the concept of stewardship when we use our gifts through the church to minister to other body members.  Stewardship will include the following essentials:

1. Biblical stewardship expects ______________   ________________. 
Discussion: How can we give sacrificially? 
2. Biblical stewardship anticipates _____________   ________________. 

Discussion: What are some ways that we can meet the needs of others in the body?

3. Biblical stewardship includes _________________   _______________. 
Discussion: How is every member a manager of spiritual nourishment?

Product of Stewardship = _______________  _____  _____  ____ ______!
Discussion: How can we minister unselfishly as a church?
Summary: Stewardship is a way of life that exalts God through lives that emulate Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer Requests: _________________________________________________________
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