Worship in the Garden

(Small Group Philosophy of Ministry Series)

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: True worship vanishes when sin arrives.

Introduction:  Our goal in worship is to return to a state of relationship just like in the garden.  This means we must commit to a life of purity before God.  This is not merely external…in fact it is absolutely internal.
Illustration: George Barna recently conducted a survey on worship in American churches. He had some very interesting things to say.  “Worship is a non-negotiable obligation and privilege of every Christian…We agree that when it comes to worship, God deserves it, the Bible commands it, and churches try to facilitate it, but we have a problem when it comes to worship. ... True worship is rare.” According to his results, he found that in American churches, thirty-two percent have never experienced God’s presence in worship, forty-four percent have not experienced his presence in the past year. And the younger the person, the less likely she or he has experienced that presence. Isn’t that astounding? Barna continues, “Only one third of church-going adults identify worshiping God as "the most important responsibility of a Christian.” And less than half of them defined worship as a "top priority" in their lives. “The focus needs to be on God, not us. We worship for God’s benefit,” he stressed. “The reason why we’re doing this is God commands it, God deserves it, it pleases him.” “Worship is as much an attitude as an activity," he added, "and the right heart allows intimacy with God.”
Discussion Questions: What are some characteristics of worship in the Garden?

Is it possible to experience worship like that in the Garden today? Why or why not?

How did direct communication with God impact Adam and Eve’s relationship with God?

( We do not find the word “worship” until Genesis 22:5 where Abraham is going to worship God by sacrificing his only son Isaac on Mount Moriah.  

( Worship as we understand it following the fall has the following meanings:

>>To be despondent, cause to weigh down, to be anxious and discouraged, as a figurative extension of causing a person to become in a prostrate position.

Isaiah 6:5 “And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
>>Take a bowing stance 

Isaiah 51:23  “Thus says your Lord, the Lord, your God who pleads the cause of his people: “Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more; and I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, who have said to you, ‘Bow down (worship), that we may pass over’; and you have made your back like the ground and like the street for them to pass over.” 

( Before the fall there is an absence of pride in the garden…therefore it was not necessary to fall down because there had never been a rising up of pride.
Bible Study:

Genesis 2:7-9, 15-17  “Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  15The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Discussion Questions: What effect did being made in the “image of God” have on worship in the garden? (see also Genesis 1:27)
Answer: Man resembled God…

(from an article by Ken Ham-http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v16/i4/image.asp)
When God created man in His own image, He purposed that mankind (both man and woman) would resemble God in certain ways, and share certain of the divine prerogatives. Concerning this we note: 
1. It was not a physical likeness, but ... 

Although God is spirit (John 4:24) and does not have a body like a man, when He appeared visibly to men according to the Old Testament record, He did so in the form of a human body (e.g. Genesis 18:1-2; 32:24, 28, 30).  Accordingly He designed the body, not like the animals, but with an erect posture, with an upward gazing countenance, capable of facial expressions corresponding with emotional feelings, and with a brain and tongue capable of articulate, symbolic speech. 

Furthermore, the human body was the form in which God the Son would be incarnated or 'made in the likeness of men' (Philippians 2:7). Thus God made man in that bodily form which He Himself would one day assume — the form in which He wished to reveal Himself. 
2. It was a mental likeness. 

God endowed man with intellectual ability which was and is far superior to that of any animal. Thus man was given a mind capable of hearing and understanding God's communication with him, emotions capable of responding to God in love and devotion, and a will which enabled him to choose whether or not to obey God. Man was thus equipped, not only to 'love God and obey Him for ever', but also to do God's work on earth — to be His regent and govern the creation in co-operation with his Creator. 
3. It was a moral likeness. 

Man only, of all God's creatures, has a spirit or God-consciousness, that is, a capacity for knowing God and holding spiritual communion with Him through prayer, praise, and worship. Since the Fall (Genesis chapter 3), man has had inborn moral awareness of good and evil, or conscience, which he perceives in his spirit.

Man was made not only negatively innocent (that is, without sin), but positively holy, otherwise Adam could not have had communion with God, who cannot look upon iniquity (Habakkuk 1:13). This is further confirmed by Genesis 1:31, when God affirms that everything He had made (including man) was 'very good', which would not have been true if man had been morally imperfect. 
4. It was a social likeness.

God's social nature and intrinsic love is seen in the doctrine of the Trinity. God — who is love — created man with a social nature and a need for love. The statement in Genesis 3:8 that 'they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day' suggests that Adam and Eve enjoyed fellowship and communion with God, perhaps on a daily basis. 

God also provided for human fellowship and love in a very special and intimate way. Before He created Eve He said, 'It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him' (Genesis 2:18). He then made Eve out of a bone taken from Adam (Genesis 2:21-24), a fact which Jesus used in His debate with the Pharisees to uphold the sanctity of marriage and the intimacy of love within the marriage relationship (Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-8).
Why did God make the garden pleasant and good?
Answer: God wanted His new creation to enjoy their surroundings.  

--Since the surroundings were a reflection of God, they had to be pleasant and good.  
--God is worshipped when His will is accomplished and His will was to satisfy His creation.

Why did God plant the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden?

Answer: It was a test of obedience by which our first parents were to be tried, whether they would be good or bad, obey God or break His commands.﻿ ﻿ ﻿ ﻿ ﻿
-- It was forbidden for human consumption because the wisdom acquired through eating it leads to independence from God, whereas true wisdom begins with ‘the fear of the Lord’ (Pr. 1:7).
How does “resembling” God allow us to worship God?
Answer: God created us in his image and thus when we are like Him we are able to worship Him.
Genesis 3:7-13 “Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
Why were Adam and Eve ashamed of their nakedness after they had sinned?

Answer: Their nakedness suggests that before sinning, they were at ease with one another without any fear of exploitation or potential for evil. 
How did sin affect their worship?
Answer: Sin immediately stopped the beautiful fellowship that Adam and Eve had enjoyed previously?

How do you think Adam and Eve felt when they lost the fellowship and ultimately the beautiful picture of worship?
Answer: Will vary….
What happens to worship when we fail to accept God’s best and fall into sin?

Answer: We offend God…

--We look for problems in others…

--We lose the opportunity to worship

Application: Why is it important for a church to be pure in order to fulfill true worship?
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