Worship with the Patriarchs

(Small Group Philosophy of Ministry Series)

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: True worship is inseparably linked with faith.

1. Worship with Abraham

Genesis 22:1-19
Commentary: (1-2) The greatest test in the life of Abraham came after he received the promised seed following a long wait. The test was very real: he was to give Isaac back to God. As a test it was designed to prove faith. And for it to be a real test, it had to defy logic; it had to be something Abraham wanted to resist.

(3-8) Abraham’s response was staggering—he gave instant, unquestioning obedience. He even got an early start! However, the three-day journey was probably silent and difficult. The distance from Beersheba to Mount Moriah was about 50 miles.

When he saw the place in the region of Moriah (v. 2; later the temple mount; 2 Chron. 3:1) he took only Isaac and had the two servants stay behind. His statement, “We will worship and then we will come back” (Gen. 22:5), is amazing. All Abraham knew was that (a) God planned the future around Isaac, and (b) God wanted him to sacrifice Isaac. He could not reconcile the two, but he would obey anyway. That is faith. 

(9-14) God’s intervention—so dramatic and instructive—showed that He never had intended Abraham to go through with the sacrifice, but that it indeed was a test. The Angel of the Lord stopped Abraham just as the patriarch took in his hand the knife to slay Isaac! Now God knew that Abraham would hold nothing back and that he did in fact fear God. A true worshiper of God holds nothing back from God but obediently gives Him what He asks, trusting that He will provide. The key idea of the entire passage is summarized in the name Abraham gave to the place: Yahweh Yir’eh, The Lord will provide. This is the basis of a truth often repeated in the Old Testament: the Lord was to be worshiped in His holy mountain by the nation. “Three times a year all the men [of Israel] are to appear before the Sovereign Lord” to worship Him, bringing their offerings and sacrifices (Ex. 23:17; cf. Deut. 16:16). The Lord would see the needs of those who came before Him, and would meet their needs. Thus in providing for them He would be “seen.”

Questions for Discussion:

(1-2) – What is significant about the test that God gave to Abraham?

(3-8) – How could Abraham be so focused on worship (see verse 5)?

(9-14) – What do we learn about worship in these verses?

Lessons from Abraham: 
God does not provide until personal sacrifice has been made. True worship is costly. This was always so for Israel when they brought sacrifices. Those offerings were supposed to be given in faith so God would provide all the needs of each willing worshiper.

(1) True worship results from true faith. 
(2) True faith expresses true worship. 
(3) Faith and worship are linked together. 

Main Point:  An obedient servant will worship God by faith at great cost, and in the end will receive God’s provision. 

2. Worship with Isaac (note for teachers: you do not need to read the entire chapter if you pick out the key verses and give an overview)
Genesis 27:1-40

Commentary: Since the blessing is rooted in God, it could be implied that Isaac was practicing, at least to some degree worship.  Since we have no other Biblical record of Isaac worshipping, it seems that Isaac may have failed to follow in the footsteps of his father in this area of spirituality.

God expects His servants to worship by faith. This chapter portrays an entire family attempting to carry out their responsibilities by their physical senses, without faith. 

(1-4) Scene 1 (Isaac and Esau)—Issac offered to bless Esau. Important notes are given here about Isaac’s weak eyesight and old age. Moreover, stress is placed on the love he had for wild game and tasty food. His palate governed his heart. He was arguably more concerned with getting a good meal than with communicating God’s blessing.

(5-17) Scene 2 (Rebekah and Jacob)—Rebekah sent Jacob into action to stop Isaac. Rebekah seemed certain she could duplicate the taste of meat from wild game with goat’s meat. But Jacob was not so sure he could deceive his father. After all, Jacob said, if Isaac touched him, Isaac would know the difference between Esau’s hairy skin and Jacob’s smooth skin. Jacob had no guilt—only fear—regarding the plan. But the blessing was in danger and all must be risked, including even the possibility of a curse on Rebekah. So Jacob did as his mother told him. Rebekah even had Jacob put on some of Esau’s best clothes!

(18-29) Scene 3 (Jacob and Isaac)—Jacob deceived his father and obtained the blessing. Prodded by his mother Jacob lied twice to his father, first, about his identity (I am Esau, v. 19), and second, that God had given him success (in hunting, v. 20). Three times the old man voiced his suspicion (vv. 20, 22, 24). But deceived by his senses of touch (vv. 16, 23) and smell (v. 27), he blessed Jacob, thinking he was Esau (vv. 27:27-29). The blessing included prosperity in crops (v. 28), domination over other nations and his brothers (cf. v. 37), cursing on those who cursed him, and blessing on those who blessed him (v. 29).

(30-40) Scene 4 (Esau and Isaac)—Soon Esau came home and pleaded for a blessing from his father. When Esau brought in his food, emotions ran high. Isaac trembled violently over what had happened and Esau was very bitter and angry (v. 34). Isaac knew he had been tampering with God’s plan and had been overruled; there was no going back now. Esau began to realize the true nature of Jacob—twice he had “overreached” or deceived Esau, by taking his birthright (25:27-34), and now by taking his blessing. All that was left was a blessing for a profane person (27:39-40). Esau would not enjoy the earth’s riches or heaven’s dew (cf. v. 28). The Edomites, Esau’s descendants, would live in a land less fertile than Palestine. Also Esau would live by force, be subservient to Jacob, and be restless (cf. Ishmael, 16:12).  So in a sense Rebekah and Jacob won, though they gained nothing that God would not have given them anyway; and they lost much.  Yet God would work through their conniving. Their activities only succeeded in doing what God’s oracle had predicted. God’s program will triumph, often in spite of human activities.

Questions for Discussion:

(1-4) – What hindered Isaac from having a heart for worship?

(5-17) – What can we learn from Rebekah and Jacob about manufacturing worship?

(18-29) – Why do you think Isaac was deceived?

(30-40) – With respect to God’s sovereignty, discuss “honest” ways that Jacob could have received the blessing.

Lessons from Isaac:

The story is one of parental favoritism, which tore their family completely apart. The story is also an account of spiritual insensitivity. All the natural senses play a conspicuous part—especially the sense of taste in which Isaac prided himself, but which gave him the wrong answer. Reliance on one’s senses for spiritual discernment not only proves fallible, but often fouls up life unduly.

(1) True worship is a spiritual decision.

(2) True worship cannot be manufactured.

(3) True worship must be rooted in faith.

Main Point:  God is sovereign in all situations of life and will always require faith for true worship to occur. 

3. Worship with Jacob

Hebrews 11:21

Genesis 48:1-22

Commentary: (1-14) Joseph brought his two boys to his father to receive his benediction. He arranged his sons so that Jacob’s right hand would rest upon Manasseh, the elder boy, and his left hand upon Ephraim. But though Jacob was old and almost blind, he deliberately corrected the positions by laying his right hand on the head of the younger and his left hand on Manasseh. He knew what he was doing. When Joseph sought to change his father’s hands so that Manasseh would receive the chief blessing (according to custom), he was informed that Ephraim was destined to receive it (v. 19). The patriarch’s solemn blessing spoken upon the sons of Joseph was as binding as a last will and testament. In it Jacob included a prediction of future prominence for each of the boys, but Ephraim’s growth and effectiveness was to be far beyond Manasseh’s.

 (15-22) When the aged man came to pronounce a special blessing upon Joseph, he referred to God in a threefold title: 
(1) The God of our fathers.

(2) The God who shepherded me.

(3) The Angel of deliverance. 
Questions for Discussion:

(1-14) – Why do you think that Jacob gave the greatest blessing to Ephraim?

15-22) – How does the concept of faith fit together with the threefold title given to God?

Lessons from Jacob:

Joseph, like so many others, expected God to work in a certain way, but found that He is often pleased to work differently and sometimes even unconventionally. But faith recognizes that God’s ways are not man’s ways. It took Jacob a lifetime of discipline to learn that fact. But he learned it, and now he blessed the younger over the elder. For four consecutive generations this re-versed pattern was followed: Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Joseph over Reuben, and Ephraim over Manasseh.

Main Point:  God expects us to worship Him by faith whether His works are conventional or unconventional.
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