Worship after War
(Small Group Philosophy of Ministry Series)

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: True worship grows stronger through testing.

Leaders Note: The topic of war is a topic that can stir great discussion; however, we must remember that our objective this evening is to examine the details of worship following war.  In other words, what can we learn from the type of worship following war?
Overview of war in the Bible

1.  Strategic importance of Palestine

The position of Palestine in relation to Mesopotamia and Egypt was truly axial. And the existence of the great Arabian desert between these two ancient centres of civilization further ensured that contact was almost always via Palestine. This contact was frequently of an unfavorable sort, so that Palestine could not avoid being the theatre of war—and a prize of war—for considerable periods during the last two millennia BC. Added to this was the fact that the people of Israel secured a kingdom for themselves only by embarking on a war of conquest and that, once established, they had to engage in defensive wars to fend off the Philistines who were challenging their claim to the title-deeds of Canaan. Neither were David’s territorial gains made without military engagements beyond the borders of Israel. The imperial era was short-lived, however, and the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah are soon to be seen defending themselves against their immediate neighbors, and finally against the unrelenting might of Assyria and Babylonia. It is no wonder, then, that war so stalks the pages of the OT.
2.  War and religion

In the Near East generally war was a sacred undertaking in which the honor of the national god was very much at stake. The OT writers’ conception of Israel’s wars bears a superficial resemblance to this. The difference was that the God of Israel was transcendent and did not rise and fall with the fortunes of his people. For all that, he is ‘the God of the armies of Israel’ (1 Sa. 17:45) and far more involved in the struggles of his people than Marduk or Asshur were ever thought to be (2 Ch. 20:22). God himself is described as a ‘man of war’ (Ex. 15:3; Is. 42:13) and one of his titles is ‘Lord of hosts’. This latter may refer to heavenly hosts (1 Ki. 22:19) or to Israelite armies (1 Sa. 17:45). Indeed, at every stage in preparations for battle Israel’s dependence upon God was acknowledged. First, enquiry was made as to whether this was the propitious moment for attack (2 Sa. 5:23–24); then sacrifice had to be offered. So vital did the latter preliminary seem that Saul in desperation arrogated priestly privilege to himself, lest battle be joined before the favor of the Lord had been sought (1 Sa. 13:8–12).
Worship through Separation
(After battle it often happened that the Israelites observed a “Ban” (ḥērem), which meant that a whole city or country, people and possessions, would be set apart for God. No Israelite was permitted to appropriate for personal needs anything or anyone belonging to a place which had been put under a ban; failure in this matter met with the direst consequences.  And if the whole nation incurred God’s displeasure, as they often did, then the agents of retribution could be the very pagans whom God had previously repudiated (Isaiah 10:5–6). 
( Although we could look at many different wars, the battle of Jericho is a great example of what happens if the “Ban” was not observed.  

Joshua 6:15-27
Questions for Discussion:
· Why would Joshua command utter destruction? (Vs. 18)
Joshua pronounced this ban on Jericho, a great and wealthy city, evidently by divine direction. The severity of the doom, accordant with the requirements of a law which was holy, just, and good, was justified, not only by the fact of its inhabitants being part of a race who had filled up their iniquities, but by their resisting the light of the recent astonishing miracle at the Jordan. Besides, as Jericho seems to have been defended by reinforcements from all the country (Jos 24:11), its destruction would paralyze all the rest of the devoted people, and thus tend to facilitate the conquest of the land; showing, as so astounding a military miracle did, that it was done, not by man, but by the power and through the anger, of God.
· How would coveting the enemies’ spoils affect their separation and thus their worship? (Vs. 18)
When the focus that was meant for God was given to material possessions several things happened:


-They forgot what God had done


-They became preoccupied with material things


-They lost sight of their objective


-They experienced misplaced priorities

· What was the expected result of devoting all the spoils to the Lord? (Vs. 21)
The contents of Jericho were to be given “to the Lord“ as the firstfruits of the land. Just as the firstfruits of a crop, given to the Lord, pointed to more crops to come, so the conquest of Jericho signified that Israel would receive all of Canaan from Him. No loot from Jericho was to be taken by the people. All was ”devoted“ either to destruction or to the Lord’s ”treasury“; all was to be forfeited by the people.

· Why did Joshua communicate a curse upon Jericho? (Vs. 26)

God’s purpose was to bless the nation of Israel in the land and to use her as a channel of blessing to the world. But this would be greatly hindered if they were infected by the degenerate religion of the Canaanites. Gleason Archer declares, ”In view of the corrupting influence of the Canaanite religion, especially with its religious prostitution . . . and infant sacrifice, it was impossible for pure faith and worship to be maintained in Israel except by the complete elimination of the Canaanites themselves“ Sin is desperately contagious. To compromise with evil is dangerous and invites spiritual disaster.

· What can be learned from the command for Israel to set apart all the spoils for God after war?
We must evaluate our own need to set all things apart for God.  True worship will not happen when there are common distractions vying for our attention.  We must eliminate that which will hinder our consecration to God.

Worship through celebration
( The following two Psalms that we will study this evening are thought to be written by David following victory in war.  We do not know the specific war and furthermore are not absolutely sure that these were written following war, however many factors point to the possibility of war.  No matter what we know there was always great celebration for what God had done in helping the Israelites be victorious.
Psalm 66
Questions for Discussion:
· How were the people encouraged to worship the Lord? (Vs. 1-4)

All the earth, that is, everyone on it, was urged to praise the Lord by shouting (1), singing (2, 4), and speaking (3-4).
· What does David remind the people about? (Vs. 5-7)

Israel’s crossing the Red Sea and the Jordan River were notable acts of God’s power of deliverance. Therefore people should realize that He rules forever by His power, putting down rebels and delivering His people.
· What is significant about David’s promise to offer burnt offerings to the Lord? (Vs. 8-15)

David acknowledged that God had tested Israel with all kinds of burdens and oppressions, but finally brought them to the place of abundant blessing. This acknowledged that it was God who led them all the way and delivered them. The psalmist said he would go to God’s temple and offer burnt offerings. This would fulfill a vow he made when he cried out of distress.

· In light of a recent victory in battle, how does David worship? (Vs. 16-20)

Here he addressed the congregation in praise to God (a declarative praise). He told them that God responded to his prayer (I cried out to Him) and God delivered him. However, it would not have happened that way if he had clung to sin. But God did listen and answer his prayer. The point is clear: God’s people, when in need, should purify their hearts and pray to Him. Then He will answer and not withhold His loyal love, and other believers may praise and exalt Him.
Psalm 144
Questions for Discussion:
· For what was David praising the Lord? (Vs. 1-2)

David praised the Lord for having subdued people under him. In this praise he used several expressions to portray the fact that the Lord enabled him to win victories. The Lord had taught him how to fight, and God was his Rock, his Fortress, his Stronghold, his Deliverer, and his Shield. These all stress the protection and deliverance given David while God was solidifying the empire under him.
· What was significant about David’s prayer in battle? (Vs. 3-11)

Having praised the nature of God, David then voiced his petition for victory in battle. The thought that God would subdue anyone under him caused him to marvel at the possibility of God’s intervention on man’s behalf. Since man is like a vapor that vanishes away and a shadow that is soon gone why would God stoop to help him?  But since God did care for him, he prayed for divine intervention in the war. He desired that the Lord would descend in glorious power. Even God’s touching the mountains would cause them to smoke from the fires of burning trees. David asked the Lord to use lightning to scatter the enemies. By this gracious intervention he hoped to be delivered from his enemies who were as strong as mighty waters and who were deceitful. David immediately broke out in a declaration of his confidence. He vowed to praise the Lord with a new song for delivering him from the deadly sword. 
· How would Israel celebrate God’s blessing? (Vs. 12-15)

Because the Lord would rescue His servant the king, the land would enjoy great benefits. First, the subjects of the king would greatly prosper, like growing plants and exquisitely carved palace pillars. Second, the nation would prosper economically—with barns full of crops and with numerous sheep and oxen. Third, the people would be blessed with peace.  So David concluded that any people whose God is the Lord will be blessed. This royal psalm shows that divine intervention in a holy war on behalf of the Lord’s anointed brings peace and prosperity.
Questions for Application:
· Although we do not physically battle for God today, what are some principles we can learn from worship following war?
· What wars do we fight today?

Spiritual – Ephesians 6:12-18
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