Worship in the Church
(Small Group Philosophy of Ministry Series)

Wednesday, May 23, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: True worship will characterize a healthy a church
--“Worship is the dramatic celebration of God in His supreme worth in such a manner that His 'worthiness' becomes the norm and inspiration of human living.” - Ralph Martin, The Worship of God

--Gregory Elder tells this story, “Growing up on the Atlantic Coast, I spent long hours working on intricate sand castles; whole cities would appear beneath my hands. One year, for several days in a row, I was accosted by bullies who smashed my creations. Finally I tried an experiment: I placed cinder blocks, rocks, and chunks of concrete in the base of my castles. Then I built the sand kingdoms on top of the rocks. When the local toughs appeared (and I disappeared), their bare feet suddenly met their match. Many people see the church in grave peril from a variety of dangers: secularism, politics, heresies, or plain old sin. They forget that the church is built upon a Rock (Mt. 16:16), over which the gates of hell itself shall not prevail.”

--Remember putting your face above a headless frame painted to represent a muscle man, a clown, or even a bathing beauty? Many of us have had our pictures taken this way, and the photos are humorous because the head doesn't fit the body. If we could picture Christ as the head of our local body of believers, would the world laugh at the misfit? Or would they stand in awe of a human body so closely related to a divine head? 

Worship in the church involves bringing spiritual sacrifices.
I Peter 2:1-9
· Discuss all that was involved in Old Testament sacrifices.

Exodus 29 describes the consecration of the Old Testament priests, a ceremony that typifies the spiritual experience of believers today.  The priest was cleansed with water, and we have been washed and made clean (Titus 3:5).  He was clothed with special garments, and we have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21).  The oil was applied to his right ear (hear God’s Word), right thumb (do God’s work), and right great to (walk in God’s way), illustrating the ministry of the Holy Spirit to us (1 John 2:27).  We can never offer anything to God until we have offered ourselves (2Co 8:5) in sacrifice to Him. Christian houses of worship are never called temples because the temple was a place for sacrifice, which has no place in the Christian dispensation; the Christian temple is the congregation of spiritual worshippers. 
· What should precede worship?

Holiness!  Peter closed this portion of his letter of encouragement with a moving exhortation for his readers to practice holiness. He reminded them that, in contrast with the disobedient who are destined for destruction, they were a chosen (eklekton; “elect,” eklektois, 1:1) people. Peter again echoed the Old Testament, specifically Isaiah 43:20. “Chosen people,” which used to apply only to Israel, was now used of both Jewish and Gentile believers. The responsibility once solely trusted to the nation of Israel has now, during this Age of Grace, been given to the church. At Sinai, God told Moses to tell the people, “You will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6). While these descriptions of the church are similar to those used of Israel in the Old Testament, this in no way indicates that the church supplants Israel and assumes the national blessings promised to Israel (and to be fulfilled in the Millennium). Peter just used similar terms to point up similar truths. As Israel was “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,” so too believers today are chosen, are priests, are holy, and belong to God. 
· What is the responsibility of Christians in worship according to verses 9 and 10?

God’s purpose in choosing believers for Himself is so that they may declare the praises of Him before others. “Praises” could also be translated “eminent qualities,” “excellencies,” or “virtues” Believer-priests should live so that their heavenly Father’s qualities are evident in their lives. They are to serve as witnesses of the glory and grace of God, who called them out of darkness into His wonderful light. Peter (1 Peter 2:10) explained this figure with a quotation from Hosea 2:23. “Darkness” refers to the time when his readers were pagans, ignorant of God’s provision of salvation (cf. Col. 1:13), when they were not a people, when they had not received mercy. His “wonderful light” now illumines the people of God because they have received mercy. The practice of holiness, in which God’s people serve as a holy and royal priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices and extolling His excellencies, is the proper response to the mercy (cf. 1 Peter 1:3) they have received.
 

Worship in the church involves particular activities.

Communion -- 1 Corinthians 11:23-29

· What are we commanded to remember when we worship through the Lord’s Supper?

--The sinless body offered on the cross

--The blood shed to provide forgiveness for their sins

--They proclaimed their faith in the efficacy of the Lord's death

Offerings -- 1 Corinthians 16:1-3
· What is the Biblical purpose for worship through giving?
--Giving is motivated by grace ( 2Corinthians 8:1-4,9; 9:15). 

--Christians Are Stewards (2 Corinthians 8:5).

--Our financial giving is an index of our spiritual vitality and maturity (2 Corinthians 8:7). 

--Give according to what you have (2 Corinthians 8:12).

--The needs of others should have a moral bearing on our finances (2 Corinthians 8:13-15). 

--God abundantly blesses the gracious giver (2 Corinthians 9:6, 8-14). 

Preaching – 1 Corinthians 1:17-25
· Why was preaching prioritized in the worship of the church?
--It is the means to communicate the message of Christ
--It carries the power of Christ

--It is the method through which people are saved

--It answers the questions of the lost

--It pleases God and thus is an integral part of worship

Prayers and Songs – 1 Corinthians 14:15-17

· What are some characteristics about our praying and singing?

--Though tongues have ceased we are commanded to worship through prayer and singing that engages our mind and our spirit.

--Prayers were offered in their assemblies at all times
--Songs were sung when they were together to speak to one another (Ephesians 5:19) and to teach and admonish one another (Colossians 3:16).
Worship in the church is ministry towards our God.

Acts 2:47 “Praising God and having favor with all the people…”
Revelation 4:10-11 “The twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.”
II Corinthians 3:18 “﻿But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
(Worship is not meant to be a static ritual, but rather it must be a way of life.  As a church, we must have specific times for corporate worship where the body unites together in reverent adoration for our Savior and God.  
( We must consistently teach that worship is personal and should occur on a spontaneous basis as believers are reminded of the greatness and goodness of God.  
· What will be some results of Biblical worship as a church
- Biblical worship will exalt God – This may seem elementary, but in some churches today the “worship service” has disintegrated to a jam session where instruments are loud, but true worship is silent. The focus is God not self. 

- Biblical worship will be Spirit filled – It is very natural to resort to duplicating the worship that we have seen in the lives of other Christians.  We must allow the Holy Spirit to work in each of our lives in His own way without drawing a box around His capabilities.  

- Biblical worship will unify the body – An ancillary result of true worship will be a unified local body of believers.  This does not mean that worship will always look the same or that worship will always bring the same results.  Rather we will journey into a growing unity with God.  
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