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Wednesday, May 30, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: True worship from the church will focus on the Bridegroom
In Revelation there are several outbursts of praise to God or the Lamb that we will look at this evening.  Since we are taking a broad survey of worship throughout the Bible there are some exceptional passages that we will not be able to study.  With this in mind there is great information in the following passages that should continue to solidify our conviction for God-centered worship.
Revelation 4:8-11 – Worship of God on the throne as our Creator
Commentary: The stage is now set: the church has been taken to heaven; the Lord is on the throne; all of heaven praises Him and awaits the outpouring of His wrath. It is interesting to note that the name of God used here is “Lord God Almighty” (4:8). History tells us that this was the official title used by Emperor Domitian, who was responsible for the persecutions that sent John to Patmos. Men and women may honor themselves, but the day will come when everybody—great and small—will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord of all.
 

With the introduction of the four living creatures, we have the first of twenty hymns, as they might be called, sung by various heavenly groups throughout the book of Revelation. Five of them are in these two chapters prefacing the opening of the seals. The first two are hymns to God: one sung by the living creatures ascribing holiness to God (4:8) and the other by the twenty-four elders acknowledging God as Creator. The opening words of the first hymn remind us of Isa 6:3, technically known in ancient hymnology as the Trisagion. The third and fourth are hymns to the Lamb, sung by the two groups just mentioned, acknowledging that the Lamb is worthy to open the book (Rev 5:9, 10; 5:11, 12). The fifth hymn is sung to both God and the Lamb by “every created thing in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth” (v. 13), and ascribes to them blessing, honor, glory, and dominion.
 

Discussion Question: 

· What are some different attributes of God in this passage and why are these attributes significant to our worship?
Revelation 5:8-13 – Worship of the Lamb as our Sacrifice
Commentary: It is worthy of note that Christ is called “the Lamb” twenty-eight times in Revelation. In fact, the whole Bible could be summarized by tracing the theme of “the lamb.” Isaac asked, “Where is the lamb?” in Gen. 22:7; and John the Baptist answered, “Behold the Lamb of God!” (John 1:29) Now John writes, “Worthy is the Lamb!” See also Ex. 12 and Isa. 53.

The word “slain” literally means “cut in the throat for a sacrifice.” Christ was not merely killed; He was offered as a sacrifice. His death and resurrection are proof that He is worthy to be the heir of creation, worthy to take the book and open the seals. When Christ takes the book, the elders (representing the glorified church) sing His praises and magnify His death for the redemption of a lost creation. Heaven sings about the cross. 
The vials of incense typify the prayers of God’s people (Ps. 141:2; Luke 1:10). This does not mean that Christians on earth can access believers now in heaven. It is a symbolic reminder that God remembers the prayers of His people, “Thy kingdom come” (see Matt. 6:10). Note in 6:9–11 and 8:1–6 that God will one day answer the prayers of His people who have suffered persecution and trial because of their faith. For hundreds of years, God’s people have been praying for the return of Christ and the righting of wrongs in the world; one day God will answer those prayers. “We shall reign on earth” (v. 10) is their expectation. This is another proof that Christ will one day reign over a literal kingdom on earth. 

The elders sing, but the angelic creatures “say with a loud voice.” There is no evidence in the Bible that angels sing. Job 38:7 states that, at Creation, the “sons of God [angels] shouted for joy.” The “Christmas angels” of Luke 2:13–14 praised God by “saying,” not singing. The multitudes of angels in heaven joined their voices in a great shout of praise when the Lamb took the scroll, but they did not sing. Singing is a privilege reserved for the saints of God who have experienced the joy of salvation. There are many things angels can do that saints cannot; but an angel cannot experience salvation, nor can he sing with the saints the praises of the Lamb. On the number of the angels, see Dan. 7:10.

Christ alone is worthy of praise. It is interesting to contrast this doxology with the earthly life of Christ. His enemies said He was worthy of death (John 19:7), but the angels say He is worthy of praise. Men accused Him of working by the power of Satan (Matt. 12:24), but the angels say He is worthy of power. He became poor for our sakes (2 Cor. 8:9), but He deserves all riches. “The preaching of the cross is foolishness” to sinful man (1 Cor. 1:18), but it is wisdom to the angels. On earth, Jesus was “crucified in weakness” (2 Cor. 13:4), but in heaven He is lauded for His power. Dishonored on earth, He is honored in glory. Made a curse on the cross, He is today both the recipient and bestower of blessing.
 

Discussion Questions: 

· Why is the Lamb worthy?

· What is the Lamb worthy to receive?

Revelation 7:9-12 – Worship of the Lamb as Savior
Commentary: Then John saw a multitude of people from every nation, tribe, people, and language, who were standing before the throne (before God the Father) and in front of the Lamb (God the Son). This is the same group mentioned in 6:9, but here they were wearing white robes and holding palm branches, apparently signifying righteous triumph. As this multitude ascribed salvation to God and to the Lamb, all the angels, the 24 elders, and the 4 living creatures joined them in worship as they did in 5:9-10.

 White robes were appropriate for worship in the temple and were also used for the worship of gods in Asia Minor. Palm branches were especially used in the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. In the future, the remnant of all nations would go up to Jerusalem to worship at the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech 14:16); as in apocalyptic texts, the earthly future realm is in some sense presently fulfilled in heaven. Palm branches celebrated the victory of Israel’s exodus from Egypt, and the feast commemorated God’s faithfulness to them during their wanderings in the wilderness, when they were totally dependent on him.

Some scholars have suggested that these multitudes are the martyrs or martyr church of 6:11, viewed from another perspective.
 

Discussion Question: 

· What is significant about what the believers are saying?

Revelation 11:15-18 – Worship of the Lamb as Conqueror
Commentary: These “great voices” were probably the choirs of heaven. The great announcement is that the kingdom of this world belongs to Jesus Christ. Of course, Christ does not claim His royal rights until He returns; but the victory has already been won. Satan offered Him the world’s kingdoms, but He refused the offer (Matt. 4:8–9). Instead, He died on the cross, arose, and returned victoriously to heaven; and there the Father gave Him His inheritance (Ps. 2:4–9).

However, we must not incorrectly assume that our Lord is not reigning today, because He is. According to Hebrews 7:1–2, Jesus Christ is “King of righteousness” and “King of peace.” He is enthroned with the Father (Rev. 3:21), and He will reign until He defeats all His foes (1 Cor. 15:25). Today, He rules over a spiritual kingdom; but in that future day, He will reign over the nations of the world and rule with a rod of iron.

No matter how difficult the circumstances might be, or how defeated God’s people may think they are, Jesus Christ is still King of kings and Lord of lords, and He is in control. One day, we shall triumph!

The elders left their own thrones and prostrated themselves in worship before God’s throne. They gave thanks for three special blessings: that Christ reigns supremely (Rev. 11:17), that He judges righteously (Rev. 11:18), and that He rewards graciously (Rev. 11:18).

Christ not only reigns supremely, but He judges righteously (Rev. 11:18). The Lamb is also the Lion! In Revelation 11:18, we have a “table of contents” for the remainder of the Book of Revelation. These events did not take place the instant the angel blew his trumpet; he simply signaled the beginning of the process, and now these events would take place as planned.
 

Discussion Question: 

· What is significant about the reign of Christ and how does it affect our worship today?

Revelation 19:1-10 – A Song of Worship – The Hallelujah Chorus
Commentary: When Babylon fell on the earth, the command was given in heaven, “Rejoice over her!” (Rev. 18:20) and what we read in this section is heaven’s response to that command. The word alleluia is the Greek form of the Hebrew word hallelujah, which means “praise the Lord.” This is heaven’s “Hallelujah Chorus” and it will be sung for three reasons. 

God has judged His enemies (vv. 1–4). Since the “great whore [harlot]” of Revelation 17 was destroyed by “the beast” and his fellow rulers (Rev. 17:16) in the middle of the Tribulation, the “great whore” referred to here must be Babylon the Great. Comparing Revelation 17:2 with 18:3 and 9, the connection is obvious. Both the apostate religious system and the satanic economic-political system led the world astray and polluted mankind. Both were guilty of persecuting God’s people and martyring many of them. 

The song emphasizes God’s attributes, which is the proper way to honor Him. We do not rejoice at the sinfulness of Babylon, or even the greatness of Babylon’s fall. We rejoice that God is “true and righteous” (Rev. 15:3; 16:7; 17:6) and that He is glorified by His holy judgments. As we discovered in Revelation 8:1–6, God’s throne and altar are related to His judgments. Revelation 19:3 should be compared with Revelation 14:10–11, and Revelation 19:4 with Revelation 5:6–10. 

Discussion Question: 

· How should we worship when God judges His enemies?
God is reigning (vv. 5–6). The literal translation is, “The Lord God omnipotent has begun to reign.” This does not suggest that heaven’s throne has been empty or inactive, because that is not the case. The Book of Revelation is the “book of the throne,” and the omnipotent God has indeed been accomplishing His purposes on earth. This burst of praise is an echo of Psalm 97:1—“The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice!” 

God has been reigning on the throne of heaven, but He is now about to conquer the thrones of earth as well as the kingdom of Satan and “the beast.” In His sovereignty, He has permitted evil men and evil angels to do their worst; but now the time has come for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Domitian was emperor of Rome when John was on Patmos, and one of his assumed titles was “Lord and God.” How significant it must have been, then, to John’s readers that he used the word alleluia four times in the first six verses of this chapter—truly, only Jehovah is worthy of worship and praise. 

Discussion Question: 

· How does God’s spiritual reign now and physical reign in the future affect our worship?

The bride is ready (vv. 7–10). The bride, of course, is the church (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22–33); and Jesus Christ, the Lamb, is the Bridegroom (John 3:29). At a wedding, it is customary to focus attention on the bride; but in this case, it is the Bridegroom who receives the honor! “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him.” 

“What did the bride wear?” is the usual question asked after a wedding. The Lamb’s bride is dressed “in the righteous acts of the saints” (literal translation). When the bride arrived in heaven at the Judgment Seat of Christ, she was not at all beautiful (in fact, she was covered with spots, wrinkles, and blemishes according to Paul in Eph. 5:27); but now she is radiant in her glory. She has “made herself ready” for the public ceremony.”
 

· How should we as the “bride” worship the bridegroom?
Prayer Requests: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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