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Wednesday, June 6, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: Jesus invested His time training disciples.
The percentage of evangelicals to population has declined from 17% to 12% since 1994. It used to be said that 80% and more of local churches were in decline, that hasn’t changed. The reason is that we have insisted on going too fast and being too programmed. Our need for success is so strong that we have taken a series of short cuts that have given us short term numerical growth instead of maturity and addition instead of multiplication. So we surge ahead then fall back, like shoveling sand against the tide. Is there any encouraging news?
“ A little more than 60% of born again adults have set no goals for their spiritual development, failed to develop standards against which to measure their growth, or failed to establish procedures for being held accountable for themselves.”
A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing. - M. Luther 
It is better to train ten people than to do the work of ten people. But it is harder. – Moody
I think the problem at its root is that we have accepted a non-discipleship Christianity that leads to plenty of motion, activity, and conferences , but without lasting transformation.

The yoke and the cross are twin symbols of Christian experience. The cross speaks of leaving the world for Christ; the yoke speaks of learning in the world from Christ. The one speaks of sacrifice; the other service. The disciple must bear both; he cannot choose to take one and leave the other.

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Illus: As a professional football coach, Vince Lombardi became a national symbol of determination to win.  He became head coach and general manager of the Green Bay Packers in 1959, immediately imposing an unusually strict (some call it fanatical) regimen on the players, who had been almost constant losers.  He walked into the locker room and held up the pigskin and said, “this is a football.” -the most basic part of the game.  In Lombardi’s second year, Green Bay led the Western Conference of the NFL.  They won the league championship in the 1961, 1962, 1965, 1966, and 1967 seasons, and defeated Kansas City and Oakland in the 1966 and 1967 seasons.  In nine seasons, from 1959 to 1967, he led Wisconsin’s Green Bay Packers to five championships and victories in the first two Super Bowls.  Tonight we will look at discipleship, the most basic part of Christianity.

(The book of Matthew is comprised of six discourses that Jesus taught that are held together by parables, miracles and miscellaneous narrative.  The discourses are as follows:

I. Discourse #1 – The Sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-7)

A. Poor in spirit (3)

--Spiritually destitute beggars before God


-ptoxos = poverty beaten to its knees, roving about in wretchedness



1. Poor widow (Mark 12:42)



2. Lazarus (Luke 16:20)


B. Mourn (4)

--Sorrowfully repentant

--Mourning as one sorrows for the loss of a loved one



1. Prodigal son (Luke 15:21)



2. Publican (Luke 18:13)


C. Meek (5)

--Humble submission to the will of God-Spirit controlled

--Strength under control



1. Moses (Numbers 12:3)



2. Jesus Christ (Matthew 11:29)


D. Desire Righteousness (6)

--Deep longing to conform to the character and ethics of the king

--Hunger and Thirst are the most elementary human instincts



(  Jesus at the crucifixion (John 19:28)


E. Merciful

--Attitude of concern for the miserable resulting from one’s relationship with God

--Attitude of sympathy that manifests itself in action



1. Good Samaritan (Luke 10:33)



2. Landowner (Matthew 18:27)


F. Pure in Heart

--Singleness in devotion to God 

--Internally uncontaminated



1. Pure gold (Revelation 21:21)



2. Pure water (Hebrews 10:22)


G. Peacemakers

--Active participants in reconciliation

--Willing to confront for the right reasons in the right manner



1. Matthew 10:34



2. Colossians 1:20


H. Persecuted

--Those who adhere to the first seven beatitudes will suffer persecution

--The world violently opposes those who challenge her value system

Question answered: What does a true disciple look like?

(A citizen of a different Kingdom!

II. Discourse #2 – The commissioning of the disciples. (Matthew 10)


A. Material Opposition (10:9-10)

--The disciples were strongly warned that they should not attempt to acquire more money than was needed for bare necessities.

--There is a resistance to lavish living.


B. Religious Opposition (10:17)

--The church does not like to have tradition disturbed, and has its own ways of dealing with those who make waves.


C. Political Opposition (10:18)

--Their inevitable trials before councils, kings and governors would be a test of their faith.

--Often it was not the humiliation that the early Christian dreaded but rather the fear that their own unskillfulness in words might injure rather than commend the faith.


D. Family Opposition (10:21, 35-37)

--Their nearest and dearest would think they had been brainwashed.

--they would be confronted with the hardest choice between Christ and family.


E. Physical Opposition (10:38-39)

-- The basic instinct to preserve life is inherent in all of creation. 

--Discipleship demands a devotion to the Lord Jesus that surpasses the instinct to preserve our own life.

Question answered: For what should a true disciple prepare?

(A life of opposition in the Kingdom.


III. Discourse #3 – The Kingdom Parables. (Matthew 13)

--At the beginning of the gospel we find Jesus teaching in the synagogues and now we begin to see Him teaching on the seashore.  

--Parables accomplish the following:


-They begins with the here and now in order to get to the there and then.


-They compel interest


-They compel people to discover truth for themselves

-They were spoken and not read so the impact was immediate.  They make truth flash upon man suddenly like lightening.


A. The Parable of the Sower (13:2-9, 18-23)

--We must spread the Gospel to all people and wait for fruit.

--Only God knows those who are true believers


B. The Parable of the Wheat and Tares (13:24-30, 36-43)

--The tares were slightly poisonous and would cause dizziness and sickness.

--The picture of a man deliberately sowing tares was a possibility and Roman law had a specific punishment for this act.

(Watch for hostile enemies that would subvert the truth

(Do not be too quick to judge good harvest from the bad

(True judgment will come in the end by God


C. The Parable of the Mustard Plant (13:31-32)

--The Kingdom of Heaven begins from the smallest of beginnings, but in the end many nations will be gathered within it.

--True ministry often begins small with potential for much more.


D. The Parable of the Leaven (13:33)

--The impact of this parable lies with the transforming power of leaven.

--The introduction of the leaven causes a transformation of the dough; and the coming of the Kingdom causes a transformation in life.


E. The Parable of the Hid Treasure (13:44)

--The two points of the parable are the joy of the discovery, and the willingness of the man to give up everything to make the treasure his own.


F. The Parable of the Pearl (13:45-46)

--Just like the pearl was the loveliest of all possessions the Kingdom of Heaven is the loveliest thing in the world.

--Everything had to be sacrificed to gain the pearl.


G. The Parable of the Drag-Net (13:47-50)

--Just like the drag-net could not discriminate, the disciples were not to discriminate either.

--There will come a time of separation.

Question answered: For what should a true disciple look?

( A life of change in the kingdom

IV. Discourse #4 – The Teaching on Greatness and Forgiveness (Matthew 18)


A. A lesson from a child (18:1-10)

--A child is humble

--A child is dependent

--A child is trusting


B. A lesson from a lost sheep (18:11-14)

--The love of God is an individual love

--The love of God is a patient love

--The love of God is a seeking love

--The love of God is a rejoicing love

--The love of God is a protecting love


C. A lesson from a stubborn brother (18:15-18)

--We should put our complaint into words-don’t brood

--We should go to the offender personally

--We should take a wise person with us

--We should take it to the church for reconciliation and restoration


D. A lesson on forgiveness (18:21-35)

--We can forgive because we have been forgiven

--We must forgive in order to be forgiven

Question answered: What lessons are most important for a true disciple to learn?

( Humility and forgiveness


V. Discourse #5 – The Denunciation of the Pharisees (Matthew 23)


A. The flaws of the Pharisees (23:2-12)

--They had a false concept of righteousness (23:2–3). 

--They had a false concept of ministry (23:4). 

--They had a false concept of greatness (23:5–12). 

B. The condemnation of the Pharisees (23:13–36)

--In the Sermon on the Mount the Lord described true righteousness; here He described a false righteousness. 

--They  shut the door to the kingdom (13)

--They led people to themselves and not Christ (15) 

--They failed to respect the fact that God knows every thought and hears every word (16-22)

--They lost their sense of proportion (They strained out a gnat and swallowed a camel) (23-24)

--They had wrong priorities (25-26)

--They learned to disguise decay (27-28)

--The nation that God chose and loved had turned their hands against God; and the day of reckoning was to come (29-36)

Question answered: What must a true disciple reject?

( The mind and actions of a Pharisee

VI. Discourse #6 – The Olivet Discourse-Future Events (Matthew 24-25)


A. The return of Christ will ensure conflict. (24:4-14)

--There will be false religion

--There will be extreme tragedy

--There will be persecution


B. The return of Christ will inflict confusion. (24:15-51)

--There will be confusion in the tribulation

--There will be confusion during Christ’s second coming 

C. The return of Christ demands commitment. (25)

--The wise and foolish virgins

--The story of the talents

--The failure to commit results in eternal punishment

Question answered: What is the future for the true disciple?

(A life of faithfulness amidst trials

Conclusion:

The six discourses given to us in the book of Matthew each speak to a different aspect of true discipleship.  

There is no secret that Jesus wrote the book of Matthew for the purpose of teaching his followers the concept of discipleship.

At the close of the book we are given the final clinching statement:

Matthew 28:18-20

--All authority is vested into Jesus Christ and the conclusion is this:

DISCIPLE ALL NATIONS

-Main verb “make disciples” (mathatusate) is imperative and stands distinct from the subordinate verbs.


-Having gone (poruthentes) – assumes that since they are disciples they will go

-Baptizing (baptizontes) – this is the conversion that is signified in the waters of baptism.

-Teaching to observe all things (didaskontes) – What things should be taught?  The discourses of Matthew.
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