Discipleship in Acts-Transitional Genre
(Small Group Philosophy of Ministry Series)

Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: The Gospel spread exponentially as a result of discipleship.

--“Disciple is a robust word; it calls upon a person to give an answer to God, to do something, to follow and in doing so create an opportunity for transformation. Answering the call to discipleship means positioning oneself for spiritual formation. It requires intentionality, self-denial, and commitment to follow Jesus wherever He leads.” –Bill Hull

Dallas Willard has said that our current system of doing church is perfectly designed to give us the results we are now getting. Some of the current results are:

· Worship as performance

· Leadership as celebrity

· Greatness measured by numbers

· Salvation by agreement with religious facts

· Evangelism without incarnation

· Discipleship as optional

· Catering to consumer mentality

--In the Gospels last week we saw that Jesus mentored his disciples for three years.  We looked specifically at the discourses that each applied to discipleship.  We closed with the great commission that commands each person to “Make Disciples” and while going we need to evangelize (baptize) and teach.

--This evening we will look specifically at the book of Acts that begins with Acts 1:8.

Acts 1:8 -- How could the apostles be witnesses?  In a way that no one else can because they were with Jesus before and after his death and resurrection.  How can we be witnesses? By knowing our Bible and sharing our faith.

( It would be impossible for the Word of God to go forward without precise and consistent discipleship taking place.  The book of Acts is broken down into six different sections that each end with a progress report:

I. Lesson #1 – Discipleship must involve serving. (Acts 1:1-6:7)


A. We serve through prayer (1:14).


--Prayer is a request for help.

(Asking directions – men don’t like to ask for help because of pride and we don’t like to ask for help because of pride.

B. We serve through proclamation (2:14).

--Kerugma = a heralds announcement

--Didache = teaching, answers the question of the listener

--Paraklesis = exhortation, this kind of proclamation urged upon people the duty and obligation of fitting their lives to match the kerugma and didache which had just been given.

--Homilia = treatment of any subject in light of the Christian message.

C. We serve through compassion (3:1-11).

--God focused

--Need sensitive

--Christ confident

--Life Impacting

D. We serve through sharing (4:32)

--They had an intense sense of responsibility for each other

--This encouraged a desire to share all they had

E. We serve through obedience. (5:29)

--The apostles were characterized as heretics.

--The apostles were potential disturbers of the peace – Palestine was always in fear of some kind of popular uprising.  This was the last thing the Priests and Sadducees wanted because then Rome would intervene and their place and prestige would be lost.

Conclusion: These first chapters of Acts tell us about the church at Jerusalem and the preaching of Peter.  There is no question that discipleship was the integral part of both spiritual and numerical growth.

Question Answered: How did the Word of God increase and the disciples multiply?

( The believers served one another.

Progress Report: Acts 6:7 “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”
II. Lesson #2 – Discipleship must involve teaching. (6:8-9:31)

--I am using the word “teaching” to describe the actions of the disciples in these chapters.  There is a difference in sharing truth with an individual who knows the basics of Christianity and those who do not.  Today we live in a Christian nation where the vast majority of individuals still have a basic understanding of the Bible.  The problem is that they have not been taught.  Think about some acquaintances that you have that claim to be Christian and share the differences in their beliefs.  


A. Our teaching must be intelligent and memorable (6:10).

--Wisdom = broad and full of intelligence; used of the knowledge of very diverse matters.

--Stephen took a bird’s eye view of the panorama of the history of the Jewish people. 

--From this he saw several truths emerging:


1. Men who were used by God heard God (Abraham and Moses)

2. Men worshipped God long before there was a temple (To the Jew the Temple was sacred and the fact that God does not dwell exclusively in a Temple was monumental.

3. The Men who crucified Jesus were only acting out the traditions of their forefathers who persecuted the prophets etc. 

--Stephen knew the culture and the history of his audience as well as the content of his message.

--This means we know the material we are to teach…

B. Our teaching must be Spirit-filled and personable (6:10).

--Look at 6:3, 5 & 7:55…

--There was a different spirit about Stephen, but it was a result of the Holy Spirit.

--This means that we spend time in prayer and preparation….

C. Our teaching must be exclusive and available (8:5-8).

--Think about the issue of Samaria…8th century (Northern Kingdom-Assyrians-Samaria) 6th Century (Southern Kingdom-Babylonians-Jerusalem) taken away most people and transported their own.  Jews from Samaria intermarried and the Jews from Jerusalem kept their line pure.  5th Century the Jews set to rebuild the walls under Nehemiah and the Samaritans offered their help which the Jews refused and began this bitter hatred between the Jews and Samaritans.

--Phillip was right in bringing the gospel to the Samaritans, but how do you think that made some of the Jews feel?

--Notice 8:14

D. Our teaching must be accurate and capable (9:20-25).

--Paul shared his faith immediately.

--Paul spent three years studying the Scripture (cf. vs. 22 and Gal. 1:17-18)

--The lesson we should take is that learning is essential to teaching.   We must grow deep in order to share broadly.

Conclusion: We can see here in these chapters that Christianity is spreading rapidly among the Jews.  At this point even most of the church leaders still see Christianity as a movement exclusively among Jews.  In other words they still see God’s plan as being exclusive for those Jews.

Question Answered: How were the churches in Samaria, Galilee and Judea able to have rest and be edified?

( Through the accurate and thorough teaching of the truth.

Progress Report: Acts 9:31 “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.”
III. Lesson #3 – Discipleship must involve courage (9:32-12:24).


A. Courage comes from the Holy Spirit.


--Acts 10:19, 38, 44, 45, 47, 11:12, 15, 16, 24, 28, 12:23.


--Why do we often fail to rely on the Holy Spirit for Courage in discipleship?


B. Courage comes as a result of being grounded in the truth.


--Remember Peter had been discipled by Jesus for three years.


--Peter was given first hand revelation in his dream on the housetop.


--The household of Cornelius recognized the need to learn more (10:48)


--The church in Antioch understood the need to be grounded in truth (11:26)

Conclusion: From the very beginning of the spread of Christianity to Gentiles we see the need for courage in order to disciple.  

Question Answered: Why did the Word of God grow and multiply?

( The courage of the disciples to go beyond comfort zones.

Progress Report: Acts 12:24 “But the word of God grew and multiplied.”

IV. Lesson #4 – Discipleship must involve confirmation (12:25-16:5).

--This word is found three times in the New Testament (Acts 14:22, 15:32, 41)

--Confirming = “to support,” “to fix something so that it stands upright and immovable. 

--It presupposes an assault that threatens faith or zeal. Its aim is impregnability of faith in spite of afflictions.

--This passage includes the first missionary journey (13-14) which was approximately three years in length.

A. We must understand history.  

--Message at the synagogue in Antioch (13:14-43)

--Peter, Paul Barnabas and James at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

B. We must undergo persecution.

--13:8, 45, 50, 14:5, 19.

C. We must share encouragement.

--The word exhort (parakalleo) means to come alongside and encourage.

--This is the same word that is used to describe the Holy Spirit in John 15.

--This is one of the most powerful descriptions for us to apply to our discipleship today.  We must be willing to simply come alongside and individual and encourage them.  

Conclusion: This passage tells of the extension of the church through Asia Minor and the preaching tour of Galatia.  The objective that we find in these verses is for the Apostles to confirm the disciples.  This is the concept of sinking roots deep into the ground.

Question Answered: Why were the churches established in the faith and daily increasing in number?

(The believers were confirmed in their faith.

Progress Report: Acts 16:5 “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.”

V. Lesson #5 – Discipleship must involve defense (16:6-19:20).

--This passage really marks the part of his second missionary journey that went beyond the local region on into Europe.  It is on this journey that Paul comes into contact with some very educated individuals.  

-- Paul comes to Athens alone after getting run out of Thessalonica and Berea.

--This is unusual; it is highly out of character for Paul to travel alone

--He was only in Thessalonica three Sabbaths and was run out to Berea

--He was in Berea three Sabbaths and was run out by the Thessalonians

--He then travels to Athens:

-- Consummate university town of the Roman Empire – Seat of great philosophers – surviving largely on reputation in Paul’s day.

--There were major schools of philosophy but no major individuals anymore

--Religion everywhere--30,000 public statues in Athens – 

Said to be more statues in Athens than in all the rest of Greece combined.  

Said to be ‘easier to meet a god than a man”

Epicureans – Founded by Epicurus (about 300 BC)

     ‘Philosopher of the Garden’ – He spent most of his time in the garden

-The gods had no interest in man.

-Death ends everything – no life after death.

-Deteriorated into sensual pleasure – enjoyment is man’s highest good – pleasure.

-Everything was by chance. -Man should live by his passions -‘Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die’

Stoics – founded by Zeno (about 300 BC)

‘Philosophers of the Painted Stoa’ (porch)

-Man has a spark from God & when dead it returns to him.

-Duty & virtue are man’s highest good.

-Man should be above his passions and be unmoved by joy, grief, pain, or pleasure.

-Everything that happens is the will of God so it should be accepted without resistance.

A. Our defense must be relevant to our culture.

--The Philosopher’s expectation of Paul   17:18-21

-“Some new thing”

-“Babbler” – ‘seed picker’ used of birds and amateur philosophers – those who just pick thoughts off the ground.  A “hayseed” – a country bumpkin.

-4th class condition – optative mood – condition of improbability – What would the seed picker wish to say…[implied – if he could get an idea at all!] – doubted that he could say anything interesting.

--Quotes from two secular poets (Aratus, Epimenides). 

--He is able to communicate within the Philosophy  of the day

-Paul appears to desire academic credibility for Christianity.

B. Our defense must build and not burn bridges.

--The response to the message of Paul

-He mentions creation, repentance, judgment and resurrection

-Paul was cut off so that he did not finish 

--Notice 17:34 – “certain men clave unto him and believed”

--Even though Paul was stopped short of his conclusion, he made enough of an impact in the individuals listening that they clave to him and some believed. (Dionysius [Areopagite = possibly like a Supreme Court Justice]--Damaris and others)

C. Our defense must be anchored to the cross.

--Notice in 18:1…now go with me to 1 Corinthians 1:17-31…

Conclusion: There is much more to be said about the second and beginning of the third missionary journey’s of Paul.  There is also much for us to apply from the incident on Mars Hill.  

Question Answered: How did the Word of God grow mightily and prevail?

(There was a culturally relevant defense of truth that was anchored in the cross.

Progress Report: Acts 19:20 “So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.”
VI. Lesson #6 – Discipleship must involve separation (19:21-28:31).

--This is not separation from sin but rather separation for the sake of maturity.

--As difficult as it may sound true discipleship requires us to separate from our disciple.
--We will use this story in chapter 20 about the Ephesian elders as our passage…

--Paul had been in Ephesus for nearly three years as he started the church.  

--Ephesian elders travel 30 miles to meet with Paul

--Paul opens his heart to the Ephesian elders as he does not to the average group of believers

--The elders at Ephesus must have had abundant opportunity to know him. They had seen him, and heard him publicly, and in their private dwellings. A man does not make such an appeal unless he has a consciousness of integrity, nor unless there is conclusive proof of his integrity.

A. Separation assumes a clean reputation (20:18-20)

–He had nothing to hide-he was confident because he knew his actions, thoughts and motives had been filtered through the blood of Jesus.

--“The way to gain a good reputation is to endeavor to be what you desire to appear.” –Socrates

-Paul was faithful to the brethren (18) – “I have been with you at all seasons” He is plugging in to some nostalgia.  Sometimes it is good to remember the past. 

--Paul was humble in service (19a) – doulos = slave, their culture humble= a deep sense of one’s insignificance – simple childlike humility-no agenda

--Paul was perseverant amidst the squeeze (19b)– Tears = Literal usage of tears, tears are a result of physical and emotional pain, joy, spiritual decisions, (nostalgia again) – Temptations = “a putting to proof by experiment”, the word temptation in the NT is used in a very general sense of the word. (Trial)

--Paul was generous in personality (20)– generosity is not a gift or a talent it is a choice.  Kept back nothing = concealed nothing that would profit you - showed you = personal investment of time

B. Separation assumes consistent instruction (20:21). – Paul did not change his message based on his crowd.  He didn’t go easy on those of high status and he didn’t berate those of lesser means.  His message was the same whether it was in the synagogue or in the street.  

--Repentance toward God – literally means a reversal, toward God is interesting = God gives us the ability to repent, toward = by nature we live in opposition to God

--Faith toward Jesus Christ – Faith was a part of their culture, they prayed by faith and worshipped by faith (sacrifices, priest) Jesus Christ was not popular to preach – Lord = supreme authority – Christ = Messiah, No acceptance of sincerity, etc

C. Separation assumes charitable motivation (20:22-38).  

--The Depreciation of self (24a) None of these (what?-v.22,23) move me”

--The Exaltation of God (24b) – “Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God” – (Psalm 139)

--The Growth of the Church (28) – Feed the church of God (He gives a picture of an organism that was purchased with the life of Jesus and just like any other living organism it must be fed to stay alive.)  Paul will no longer be able to take charge of church feeding time—that is why the work of the Pastor is not only to feed but to equip

Conclusion: This is probably the most difficult part of discipleship—separating for the sake of maturity.  This is where the cycle begins again.  Fortunately God has given us a church where we can serve together as equals for the glory of God.  

Question Answered: Why are the Gentiles able to hear the Word of God?

(Paul was willing to disciple and separate.

Progress Report: Acts 28:28-31 “﻿Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen. He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.”

Prayer Requests: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________
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