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Teacher Notes

Big idea: Discipleship is assumed throughout the Epistles

( The Church’s cardiovascular system is clogged with immature disciples who agree with all we’ve said but don’t act. The Church is up to its eyeballs in agreement, but only standing ankle deep in behavioral change. –Bill Hull

(In his book, “Growing True Disciples” George Barna tells us the reason many people have chosen not to invest in a life of serious discipleship:

1. Lack of passion

2. Too busy

3. Satisfied with process or activity without regard to product

4. Satisfied with good activity that doesn’t challenge to transformation. 

Barna concluded in his study of the Church and its commitment to making disciples “ I will argue that unless we embrace a comprehensive and far reaching commitment to radical change in how we conduct our lives and our ministries, we are doomed to minimal results.”

( “A disciple is a student who has decided to attach himself to another person in mutual submission in order to become capable of doing what that person does or what that person is. Discipleship is the intention to join with at least one other kindred spirit to break through obedience barriers, to learn everything you can and experience transformation.” –Bill Hull

Question for discussion: What are some significant characteristics of the Epistles?
“When we come to the Epistles -- which occupy the largest part of the New Testament -- we are dealing not with preparation or presentation, but with explanation.” --Ray Stedman

--The word disciple, or the Greek word mathetes, is used over 220 times in the Gospels, but not once in the Epistles!

--The word “saints is used over 60 times in the Epistles and only once in the Gospels and this one occurrence is reference to the OT saints.

--Although the word "disciple" is not used in the Epistles, the concept is firmly present. The term "follow" and its variations, as well as walk, are used frequently in the Epistles. Paul writes indirectly of following Christ: "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ" (I Cor. 11:1); "my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church" (I Cor 4:17); "Be ye therefore followers of God . . . walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us"(Eph. 5:1, 2); "ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him" (Col. 2:6); "exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God" (I Thess. 4:1). 

--Peter writes more directly: "Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps" (I Pet. 2:21). John writes, "he [that] abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he [Christ] walked" (I John 2:6).

--Paul writes, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5); "Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness" (I Thess. 5:5). The concept of following is also expressed by walking: "Now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light" (Eph. 5:8). 

--The teaching aspect of discipleship is emphasized. Paul writes about "teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus" (Col. 1:28); "the grace of God . . . appeared to all men, Teaching us" (Titus 2:11, 12). He also exhorts to let the "word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom" (Col. 3:18), which would make them disciples.

--Paul wrote, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 13:14). He also wrote about pleasing your neighbor and being likeminded "according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom 15:5, 6). Paul drew from his own experience: "I am crucified with Christ . . . Christ liveth in me" (Gal. 2:20).

-- There are many Scriptures that make reference to the concept of discipleship and about our lives being in Christ. The following specific concepts are not exhaustive, but should give a fair sampling of discipleship in the epistles.

Principle # 1 -- The epistles communicate the concept of imitation.
--The word for imitate (mimeomai) occurs six times in the epistles five of which are in the Pauline Epistles.

--Illus: This word describes the beginnings of human culture when men took animals as their examples and learned (μανθάνειν) from them, (e.g., weaving and sewing from the spider, building from the swallow, and all this κατὰ μίμησιν, i.e., by imitating them).
--In the epistles the idea of discipleship is communicated through the noun “imitator” and the verb “imitate.”  The factors involved in such imitation were similar to the conditions of discipleship, namely observation, attachment, motivation, submission to authority and obedience.

--Imitation in the New Testament is consequently n ot conceived as the reproduction of a given patter.  It is an attitude of thanks in response to the salvation that has been given to us.  

--The summons to discipleship can only be fulfilled when a man is grasped by Christ and undergoes the transformation which existence under the lordship of Christ involves.  

--This results in Christlikeness which should be the goal of every believer.

Discussion Question: What is necessary for New Testament imitation? 

1 Corinthians 4:16
1 Corinthians 11:1 

Philippians 3:17  
2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 
 

Principle # 2 – The epistles communicate the concept of investment.

--The word “entrust” is found four times in the epistles and three of these are Pauline and one is Peter.

--Entrust means to leave a deposit with someone -- This object was to be kept free, unused and undamaged until restoration. The trustworthiness of the trustee was thus most important. But there was, too, a stringent penalty for embezzlement, and the special wrath of the gods was also invoked. The legal formulae soon came to be used in a transfering sense, “to entrust someone to the care or protection of someone.”

--Paul commands Timothy to entrust the Gospel to faithful men who can teach others also.

--“Reception of the faith is the privilege of the Christian; transmission of the faith is the responsibility of the Christian.” –Barclay
Illus: This is more than a safe deposit box for the gospel because the “Word of God is alive” (Heb. 4:12).  If you were called to entrust another person with the care of an exotic pet such as a white Tiger, you would need to find a faithful person…

Discussion Question: What are some ways we can invest in others?
1 Timothy 1:18 
2 Timothy 2:2 
1 Peter 4:19
(Discipleship demands that we entrust the precious value of the Gospel to faithful people.

Principle #3 – The epistles communicate the concept of abiding in the light.
--The concept of abiding is common throughout the Gospels, Acts and the Epistles.  John uses this word a majority of times in his epistles.

--By the use of “abide” John seeks to express the immutability and inviolability of the relation of immanence. In so doing he elevates the Christian religion above what is attained in Hellenistic rapture or even in the prophecy of Israel. Thus God abides in Christ, 14:10. Believers abide in Christ (6:56; 15:4–7; 1 Jn. 2:6, 27 f.; 3:6, 24) and Christ in them (Jn. 15:4–7; 1 Jn. 3:24). God abides in believers (1 Jn. 4:16), and believers in God (1 Jn. 2:24; 4:16). 

--The eschatological promise of salvation becomes immediate possession in virtue of this statement in the present tense.

Discussion Question: What affect will abiding have on the a disciple of Christ?

2 Timothy 3:14 
1 John 2:6 
1 John 2:27-28 
1 John 4:13 
(  A disciple will have the confidence that God abides in him and thus will remain in the truth. 
Principle # 4 – The epistles communicate the concept of obeying the Scriptures.

--Obedience in the epistles is sometimes a result of the change in our heart as we see in the book of James.
--Obedience is the act of submission that must be understood in the infancy of the Christian life.  

--There is no life change without a commitment to obey.

--Some times obedience does not denote an ethical attitude but the religious act from which this self-evidently springs.

Discussion Question: How can we learn and then teach obedience?

James 1:22-25 
1 Peter 1:14-16 
1 Peter 1:22 
Principle # 5 -- The epistles communicate the concept of defending the faith.
Discussion Question: Why is it important for discipleship to teach defense of the faith?

--Paul wrote to the Phillippians in appreciation for the way they had defended the true faith.  

--This would not be possible without strong discipleship.

Philippians 1:7 
--Peter wrote to encourage the Christians to set apart Christ in their lives and so when people saw the difference Christ made they would be prepared to defend the fact that they had set apart Christ.

--This command was given assuming the believers had been disciples in the basics of Christ.

1 Peter 3:15 
-- Jude instructed his readers to exercise discernment and to act on the basis of that discernment.

--The call to “earnestly contend” is injected with the adrenalin of a life overcome with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Jude 3 
Jude 22-23 
Principle # 6 -- The epistles communicate the concept of following the example of Christ.

--Peter is the only writer to use this word that literally describes following in the truth.

--The word (hupogrammos) is a word which comes from Greek primary education.

--It has to do with the way the Greek boys were taught to write.  The papyrus that was used as paper in that time was very expensive because of the skill and detail needed to produce it, so the boys would actually practice their writing on wax.  

--The wax tablet was a very shallow box filled with soft wax.  The writing was done with a stylus that was pointed on one end and flat on the other.  The pointed end was used to write with and the flat end was used to smooth the wax and start over.  

--The master would draw parallel lines in the wax to keep the writing straight and would also write at the top a line of writing which the boy would have to copy.  

--The writing of the teacher was called the hupogrammos-(follow in his steps).

--Another concept that the teacher used would be to write in the wax and allow the student to follow the pattern of the letters in the wax—this was also described as hupogrammos.
1 Peter 2:21 

Discussion Question: What are some specific attributes of Christ that we should follow?

Prayer Requests: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________
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