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Wednesday, June 27, 2007

Teacher Notes

Big idea: Big idea: Churches decay when discipleship is not practiced.
Illus: Picture a large manufacturing plant in your town or city that produces shoes. The management has invested great sums of money and many man-hours into the plant to produce the finest shoes possible. Money has been spent on salaries for the employees, machinery for shoe making, and materials from which the shoes are to be made. The plant is now in operation with hundreds of workers scurrying to and fro. Machines are running full blast, and activity is at a maximum.

One day the president asks the production manager, “How many shoes have we produced so far?”

“None,” the manager answers.

“None?” the president exclaims. “How long have we been in operation?”

“Two years.”

“Two years? And still no shoes?”

“That’s right,” the manager says, “No shoes, but we are really busy. In fact, we have been so busy that we are all nearly tired out. We’ve been very active at our jobs.”

The management would probably be very concerned, fire somebody, try to find out what the problem was.

If we now put a cross on top of that building and transform it into the church on the corner—your church, we find much activity going on. Men and women are working hard. The budget is higher this year than ever before. The objective, however, is to produce disciples. Has all that money and man-hour in your church gone into the production of disciples for Jesus Christ?

Illus: Paul W. Powell, in The Complete Disciple, described this condition: “Many churches today remind me of a laboring crew trying to gather in a harvest while they sit in the tool shed. They go to the tool shed every Sunday and they study bigger and better methods of agriculture, sharpen their hoes, grease their tractors, and then get up and go home. Then they come back that night, study bigger and better methods of agriculture, sharpen their hoes, grease their tractors, and go home again. They comeback Wednesday night, and again study bigger and better methods of agriculture, sharpen their hoes, grease their tractors, and get up and go home. They do this week in and week out, year in and year out, and nobody ever goes out into the fields to gather in the harvest.”

Revelation 1:20 “As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”
( The churches are called, not the light itself, but the lampstand on which the light is set; because it is not the churches themselves which produce the light; the giver of light is Jesus Christ; and the church is only the vessel within which the light shines, and within which the light is contained.

( The Christian’s light is, indeed, always a borrowed light, for he shines, not with his own light, but with the reflection of the light of Christ.

( Reasons for the seven chosen churches:

-Each church needed a particular message.


-The spiritual state of each church corresponds precisely to the exhortation which was given.

-Each church was in some way normative and illustrated conditions common in that time as well as throughout later history

-Along with the message to the churches are personal admonitions (He that hath an ear, let him hear)

Church #1 ( The Church of Ephesus – The Subculture Church (2:1-7)

· The history of the city. 

-Unofficial capital of the province of Asia and claimed to be “the first and greatest metropolis of Asia.”

-The greatest harbor and had the chief port linking the east with Rome.

-The gateway of Asia – when a Roman procounsel came to take up office as governor he had to disembark at Ephesus as a formality.

-Because of its wealth and popularity it has been called the Vanity Fair of the Ancient world.

-Temple of Artemis (Diana) was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world—It was 425 long by 220 feet wide with 127 columns. 


-The Temple was known for crime and possessed the right to asylum.

-The Temple possessed hundreds of priestesses who were sacred prostitutes.-Ephesus was notorious for pagan superstition with many superstitions

-Population estimated at 200,000

-The crowded harbor is now a marsh six miles from the sea, and its once thronging streets are now a waste and desolation.

· The history of the church.

-R.C. Trench said, “Nowhere did the Word of God find a kindlier soil, strike root more deeply, or bear fairer fruits of faith and love.

-Ignatius of Antioch wrote the following to the Ephesians on his way to be Martyred in Rome, “You were ever of one mind with the apostles in the power of Jesus Christ.”


-Paul stayed longer in Ephesus than in any other city (Acts 20:31).


-Timothy is probably the first Pastor in Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3).


-Ephesus was the home of Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos (Acts 18:19, 24, 26).


-In later days, John was the leading figure of Ephesus.

· The message to the church

-The word kratein (to hold) when followed by the accusative literally means to hold an entire entity completely.  Christ clasps the whole of the church in his hand.  It is not just our church it is the entire body of Christ.

1. Words of praise for their toil – this word literally means labor to the point of exhaustion.

2. Words of praise for their steadfast endurance – Patience that accepts suffering and hardship and loss and turns them into grace and glory.



3. Words of praise for discernment -No tolerance for false doctrine.

4. Words of warning for losing their first love – they had weeded out all evil and misguided men, but they had lost their first love.


(Heresy hunting had killed the love


(Eagerness to root out mistaken men had ended in a sour and rigid orthodoxy


(Orthodoxy may have been achieved at the price of evangelism.

· The lessons for today.



1. We must remember our past. (2:5a)




“Where is the blessedness I knew




When first I saw the Lord?




Where is the soul-refreshing view




Of Jesus and His Word?

2. We must repent of our failures (2:5b)– This is the admission that the fault is ours, and the experience of godly sorrow that it is so.



3. We must repeat our first works (2:5c)

**Nicolaitans =  (nikan) to conquer / (laos) people

Irenaeus said the Ncolaitans “lived lives of unrestrained indulgence.”

The Apostolic constitutions describe the Nicolaitans as “shameless in uncleanness.”

Clement of Alexandria said, “They abandon themselves to pleasure like goats…leading a life of self-indulgence.”

(They wished to have the best of both worlds.

(Don’t lose your fervor for separation from pagan, worldly attractions, but don’t lose your first love.
Lesson for Discipleship: Do not allow the peripherals of the Christian life to overshadow your first love.

Church #2 ( The Church of Smyrna – The Suffering Church (2:8-11)
· The history of the city.

-Smyrna now known as Izmir is 45 miles north of Ephesus

-Originaly destroyed around 600BC and rebuilt in 200BC by Lysimachus.

-Considered a model Greek city with an acropolis (high city) on Mt. Pagos. 

-Smyrna knew all about crowns (verse 10) for that was the very name by which men called the buildings on her hill.

-Aristedes likened Smyrna to a great statue with the feet in the sea; the middle parts in the plain and the foothills; and the head crowned with great buildings.  He said it was “a flower of beauty such as earth and sun had never showed to mankind.

-Smyrna was great in trade, in beauty, in political and religious eminence and also in culture.


-Smyrna of all places was known for its municipal

-Smyrna was one of the first cities to ally itself with the rising power of Rome. It was rewarded by being permitted to build a temple dedicated to the worship of the emperor.  The people were required to worship once a year as a patriotic duty and affirm, “Caesar as Lord.”  When Christians refused they were persecuted.  Polycarp was burned at the stake for this around A.D. 155.

· The history of the church.

-Much of the suffering was instigated by the Jews (2:9) who had rejected the Messiah.

-Many of the followers of Christ in Smyrna were converted Jews and so those who rejected Christ were especially volatile and did everthing they could to damage the cause of Christ.


-The Christians were pressed from both sides, the Jews and the Pagans.

· The message to the church.

-This is one of two churches about which Christ says nothing negative.


-Christ does speak words of comfort.


-Suffering forces dependence and reliance upon Christ.


-Suffering purifies and purges sin as fire purifies metal


-Fear not and be faithful until the end.

· The lessons for today.

-There is much to learn from the church in Smyrna.


1. We must be faithful amidst suffering.


2. We must be loyal to Christ. (Not a church)


3. We can anticipate life forever.

Illus: Polycarp who was the Bishop of Smyrna and disciple of John was martyred on Saturday, February 23, AD 155.  It was the time of the public games; the city was crowded and the crowds were excited.  Suddenly a cry went up to search for Polycarp.  Upon entering the arena the Proconsul gave him the choice to curse the name of Christ and make a sacrifice to Caesar or die.  Polycarp responded, “Eighty and six years have I served Him and He has done me no wrong, how can I blaspheme the King who saved me?  You threaten me with the fire that burns for a time, and is quickly quenched, for you do not know the fire which awaits the wicked in judgment to come and in everlasting punishment.  Why are you waiting?  Come, do what you will.”

Lesson for Discipleship: Allow the suffering in this life to reveal your faithfulness and loyalty to Christ.

Church # 3 (  The Church in Pergamos – A Compromising Church (2:12-17)
· The history of the city.

-About 60 miles north of Smyrna and 15 miles from the coast.


-Capital of province of Asia


-Built on a mountaintop which rose 1300 feet above the surrounding valley.


-Nearly impossible for invading armies to capture.


-Near the top there was a temple dedicated to Zeus, the chief of the Greek gods.


-At the bottom was a hospital dedicated to Askelpios, the god of healing.


-The city was famous for its library (200,000 parchments)

· The history of the church


-A church with consistency and compromise, faithfulness and tolerance of evil.


-They had not denied the faith even when one of their own, Antipas, was killed.


-They had permitted people who were false teachers.


-They were soft and compromising to those who associated with pagan nations.
· The message to the church



1. The significance of the risen Christ’s power. (12)

-In the Roman government, governors were divided into two classes: those who had the power of the sword and those who did not.  (The power of the sword could execute a person at any time).



-The proconsul who headquartered in Pergamos had the power of the sword.
2. The significance of the Christians conquest. (13)

-The word for stay is a permanent word and is unusual when we are called to be sojourners—The principle of the Christian life is not escape but conquest.

-The words “Satan’s seat” probably referred to the religious splendor of Pergamos, particularly found in its two most famous shrines.

-The altar of Zeus was built in memory of a great victory over the Gauls.  It was built in front of the Temple of Athene which stood on the conical hill 800 feet up.  The altar was 40 feet high and looked like a great sea or throne on the hillside; and all day every day it smoked with the smoke of the sacrifices offered to Zeus.

-Pergamos was also attacked to the worship of Asclepios.  This was done at a temple near the bottom of the hill and is the closest the ancients came to a hospital.  Wealthy people came from far away for relief from their pains and diseases.  

-Christians could have seen the reference to the seat of Satan here for two reasons:

-Asclepios was often called a Savior

-The emblem of Asclepios was a serpent


3. The danger of conformity to the world. (14)



**Nicolaitans =  (nikan) to conquer / (laos) people

**Balaam = ((bela) to conquer / (ha’am) people

Irenaeus said the Nicolaitans “lived lives of unrestrained indulgence.”

The Apostolic constitutions describe the Nicolaitans as “shameless in uncleanness.”

Clement of Alexandria said, “They abandon themselves to pleasure like goats…leading a life of self-indulgence.”

(The fault with the church was that they were seeking to adjust Christianity to the level of the world rather than lift the world to the level of Christianity.
4. The promise of the sword of Christ. (16)

-Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

-Ephesians 6:17 “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:﻿”

--The Word of God brings conviction of sin, an invitation to God and assurance of salvation.

· The lessons for today.



1. We must embrace the power of Christ. (power of the sword)



2. We must pursue the conquest of pagans. (stay and fight in Satans seat)



3. We must reject the lifestyle of the world. (Nicolaitans and Balaam)



4. We must wield the Word of God. (sword concept/handle and exert)

Lesson for Discipleship: We must stay and fight the battles for truth without compromising our influence.

Church # 4 (  The Church in Thyatira – A Divided Church (2:18-29)
· The history of the city.

-Is located between Pergamos and Sardis (35-40 from each)

-Is on an important highway and is called the gateway to Pergamos.

-Was a military outpost, used as a frontier town to delay opposing military action from fighting in Pergamos.

-With the coming of the Roman peace the defense was no longer needed and it became a great commercial center because of its location.

-Very little is known from history about the religious significance of the city, except there was a notable fortunetelling shrine.

-It became a center for wool trade and purple dye

-Lydia, the seller of purple, or rather of cloth dyed with this colour, was from this city (Acts 16:14). 

-From inscriptions which have beendiscovered we learn that Thyatira had an extraordinary number of trade guilds.

-These guilds were associations of people employed in trades such as wool, leather, linen and bronze, makers of outer garments, dyers, potters, bakers and slave dealers.

-To refuse to join a trade guild would be similar to refusing to join a trade union today.

-In essence a person who refused to join would give up all hope for trade profit and would be forced into a life of hard labor for little money.

--Why then should a Christian not join a guild?

-They held common meals that were often held in a Temple and would begin and end with a formal sacrifice to the gods and the meat eaten would be meat already offered to gods.


-Often these meals were known for drunken revelry and slack morality.

· The history of the church.

-The church was divided-there were those who were asking why a Christian should not be a member of a trade guild, and why he should sacrifice his business interests by refusing membership.

-There was a strong movement led by the woman addressed as Jezebel, which pled for compromise with the world and the world’s standards in the interest of business and commercial prosperity.


-There were some in the church who were continuing and grwoing in the faith and good works.

· The message to the church.



1. The terror of the messenger. (18)

-The flaming eyes stand for two things: the blazing anger against sin in the eyes of the risen Christ and the awful penetration of that gaze which strips the disguises away and sees into a man’s inmost heart.

-The brazen feet must stand for the inflexible, immovable strength and pwer of the Risen Christ.
2. The commendation for the majority. (19)

-The love and loyalty and the service and steadfast endurance of the church are matters for congratulation.

-These qualities go in pairs: service is the result of love and steadfast endurance is the result of loyalty.
3. The condemnation for wrong financial priorities.

-It is never acceptable to compromise your christian integrity and character for the purpose of padding your pocketbook.  Always make decisions based on the truth of Scripture and not the rationale of money.

-The term Jezebel most surely refers to 1 Kings 21 where Jezebel had Naboth killed for so she could take the vineyard for Ahab.
4. The façade of activity without lifechange.

-A church which is crowded with people and which is a hive of energy and a dynamo of activity is not necessarily a successful church.

-It is quite possible for a church to be crowded because people come for entertainment rather than instruction.

-A church may be so full of energy that it becomes a restless ferment instead of purposful activity.


5. The reward for those who listen.

Psalm 2:8-9 “﻿Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
--In light of the Risen Savior this is a promise of love and the Gospel to all men.
Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
--The morning star is a promise of Christ Himself – If the Christian is obedient, when life comes to an end he will possess Christ, never to lose Him any more.

· The lessons for today.



1. We must discern good from evil.

--It may be good to give generously, but if the money is received dishonestly or with compromise it can ruin the church.

2. We must expose worldly practices.

--There comes a time when we must be willing to name specific sins in our society that are creeping into our church.

3. We must evaluate our activity.

--We can be very busy accomplishing nothing.

Lesson for Discipleship: We must deflate the influence of those who willingly compromise values for wealth.

Church # 5 ( The Church in Sardis – A Lifeless Church (3:1-6)
· The history of the city.

-Located on the banks of the Pactolus River, Sardis was east of Smyrna and 50 miles inland.

-700 years before this writing Sardis was one of the greatest cities in the world.

-Has an acropolis (higher city) built on Mt. Tmolus which rises 1500 feet above the valley, was very steep and virtually unapproachable. 

-The wealth of the city was legendary.

-Croesus the king of Sardis was told that if embarked in war with Cyrus of Persia he could destroy a great empire.  So he crossed the Halys river and was routed.  Upon returning to the city of Sardis he was overconfident that the city was impenetrable.  Cyrus and his army followed them back to the city and after fourteen days offered a reward to any soldier that could gain entrance and expose the city. A certain Mardian soldier called Hyeroeades had been watching and noticed a soldier drop his helmet over the wall and then make his way down the precipice to retrieve it.  He knew there must be a crack by which an agile man could climb up.  That night he led a group of Persian troops up by the fault in the rock.  When they reached the top they found the battlements completely unguarded.  The Sardians thought themselves too safe to need a guard; and Sardis fell.  A city with a history like this, knew what the risen Christ was talking about when He said, “Watch.”

-Sardis vanished in history for some time under many rulers.  In due time the Romans came andthen in AD 17 the city was destroyed by an earthquake.  Tiberius, the Roman Emperor in his kindness remitted tribute for five years and gave L400,000 towards rebuilding.

-When John wrote to Sardis, they were wealthy and degenerate.  They had lost their city twice and were still soft.

-The city was known for its decadence

- Artemis, known as Diana by the Romans, was the daughter of Zeus and twin of Apollo.  She was the goddess of the hunt, the moon and fertility

- The temple dedicated to her in Sardis was one of the seven largest Greek temples

· The history of the church.

-In the cultural atmosphere of degeneration and decay the Christian church to had lost its vitality and power, and was a corpse instead of a living church.

-The church at Sardis was untroubled by heresy-no indication of any outbreaks of false doctrine or any influx of false teachers.

-The problem was lethargy – they were too lazy to care.  People are possibly better of with a heresy that is held intensely and personally than an orthodox protected by a heart of apathy.

-The church was untroubled by any attack from the outside – it was so lifeless it was not worth attacking.

J.B. Phillips said, “They maintain a façade of religion, but their conduct will deny its validity.

· The message to the church.



1. Watch for attacks to surface in many forms.



-Wiles of the devil

1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour:﻿”
-Temptation

Matthew 26:41 “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
-Coming of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:6 “So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.”

-False teaching
Acts 20:29-31 “﻿I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.”
2. Keep on remembering the day of your salvation.

-The Risen Christ is telling the lethargic Sardians to remember the enthusiasm and the thrill with which they first heard the message and good news of the Gospel.

3. Repent with decisiveness.

-There must be a point of decision to begin the Christian life.

-Every person must realize that Christianity is neither nor procrastination, but decision.

4. Keep the commands of the Gospel.

-The is the idea of plodding NOT ‘spasing’ Christianity.

-The Risen Christ is looking for consistency.

· The lessons for today.



1. We must be disciplined in our spirituality.



2. We must be focused on our faith.



3. We must be looking for Christ’s coming.

Lesson for Discipleship: When we nurture complacency we encourage apostasy.

Church # 6 ( The Church in Philadelphia – A Missionary Church (3:7-13)
· The history of the city.


-It is located about 28 miles southeast of Sardus in western Turkey. 

-In NT times it was at an important road junction, for a major route coming from the east, which terminated at Smyrna, ran though it. 

-Philadelphia was founded for a special purpose to be a missionary of Greek culture and language to Lydia and Phyrgia.

-Its fertile land was a result of being on the edge of a plain that bore the marks of extinct volcanoes.

-They were able to grow great grapes and were known to produce very fine wines.

-In the ancient sources it was known for housing a number of temples and in A.D. 17 it was destroyed by a devastating earthquake.  The tremors continued for years which tended to drive people to panic.

-For centuries it was a free Greek Christian nation amidst a pagan culture.

· The history of the church.

-The Lord had set before them an open door.

-Sir Walter Ramsay said that it “was the center for the diffusion of Greek language and Greek letters in a peaceful land, and by peaceful means.”

-This is what the Risen Christ means when he speaks of the open door that is set before Philadelphia-an opportunity to spread the message of Christ.

-The church was to be rewarded for staying true to Christ.

-The church has continued throughout history and still has a Christian presence today.

· The message to the church.



1. The significance of the names for Christ.



-“He who is Holy” – Christ is Holy because he is different or separate from men.



-“He who is True” – In Him we have no imitation but reality of life itself.

-“He who has the key of David” – A key is a symbol of authority.  Through Jesus Christ the door to God is unlocked, and He has the key to the Kingdom.

2. The significance of the open door.

-A door of  missionary opportunity – they did not need to go overseas to find it (imperial postal service, caravans of merchants, etc)

1 Corinthians 16:9 “for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.”

-A door to the Messianic community-Jesus has the keys and is the door to admit to the kingdom of the elect of God.
-A door of prayer – anyone may enter the door of prayer and find himself in the presence of God

3. The significance of endurance.

-The promise is to those who have practiced the same kind of endurance as Jesus: we have an example, inspiration, and sympathy

4. The significance of the promises.

-Pillar in the temple – support structure

-Go out no more – citizens fled from reoccurring earthquakes, atmosphere of insecurity

-Write the name of his God – erected pillar for a faithful priest, branding a slave with initials of owner

-Write the name of the New Jerusalem – gift of citizenship into the city of God for the faithful Christian

-Write Christ’s new name – The faithful will bear the badge which shows that they are Christ’s

· The lessons for today.



1. We must prioritize Christ in the church.



2. We must reach out in our local community.



3. We must remain faithful in our Christianity.

Lesson for Discipleship: We must faithfully embrace the doors of opportunity in our lives.

Church # 7 ( The Church in Laodicea – A Complacent Church (3:14-22)
· The history of the city.

-The city is located in the Lycus River Valley together with Hierapolis and Colossae.  This valley is a natural route of travel from east to west.

-Commercially, Laodicea was one of the richest cities of the seven. It was the banking centre for the whole of Asia Minor. 

-It was a great center of clothing manufacturing.

-It housed a considerable medical center that was famouis for ointment for the ears and eyes

-There was a very large Jewish population.

-When in AD 61, just about the time Paul wrote to the church, the city was devastated by earthquake, Rome offered her the same grants and tax relief toward rebuilding that Sardis and Philadelphia had been glad enough to accept, but Laodicea disdained such help. She preferred to rebuild the shattered city out of her own resources "with no help from us"... as Tacitus the Roman historian observed.

· The history of the church.


-This is the only church about which Christ has nothing good to say.

-Laodicea was so conscious of its medical skill in the care of the eyes, that they never realized that in the sight of God they were spiritually blind.

-The Apostolic Constitutions say that Archippus was the first Bishop in Laodicea.  When Paul was writing to the neighboring church in Colosse, he says sternly:” And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it (Colossians 4:17).”  This was thirty years before Revelation was written and it seems that the church was already showing signs of failure.

· The message to the church.

-Laocicea prided itself in wealth, but personally it was poor – money cannot buy happiness, health or satisfaction.


-Laodicea prided itself on its clothing trade, but spiritually it is naked and shameful.


-Laodicea prided itself on its famous eye-salve, but it was blind to its own poverty and nakedness.



1. Indifference will not be tolerated.

-The problem is that to so many Christianity and the church have ceased to have any relevance at all, and men regard them with complete indifference.

2. Neutrality will not be possible.

3. Monotony will not be meaningful.

· The lessons for today.



1. We must see our responsibility.



2. We must accept Christ’s availability.



-Knocking at the door –The fact that God is the seeker of men, but man has free will



3. We must internalize the individuality.

Lesson for Discipleship: Since we are confident that God is seeking we must be responding.
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